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Preparing Your Pumps for Winter:
A Vital Checklist for Businesses.

As the colder months approach, ensuring your pump systems are in top condition is
crucial to avoid costly breakdowns and disruptions. Winter brings freezing temperatures
that can put extra strain on pumps, leading to malfunctions, downtime and even

permanent damage. This is why businesses must take proactive measures to check their
pumps before the winter chill sets in.

Here’s a checklist of essential reasons why every company should inspect and maintain
their pumps before the winter season begins:

1. Prevent Freezing and Damage

Water inside pumps can freeze during the winter months, causing blockages, cracked
pipes, and damaged seals. If your pumps are used in outdoor environments, or in
unheated spaces, checking insulation and drainage is vital.

Checklist
./ Inspect insulation on all exposed pipes.
‘ Ensure pumps are in heated or protected areas.

‘ Drain any water in unused pumps.

2. Maintain Efficiency and Reduce Energy Costs

Pumps tend to work harder in colder conditions, which can lead to increased energy
consumption. Proper maintenance can improve pump efficiency, lowering energy costs
during the winter.

Checklist
‘ Check for worn or damaged pump components.
‘ Lubricate moving parts to reduce friction.

./ Clean or replace filters to optimise flow rates.
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3. Avoid Costly Downtime

A pump failure during peak winter demand can lead to significant downtime, affecting
production, facility management, or even emergency services. Regular pre-winter
maintenance can help you avoid this costly issue.

Checklist

‘ Test pump performance under load.
‘ Replace worn-out parts like seals and impellers.

‘ Test backup and emergency pump systems.

4. Ensure Proper Flow and Pressure

In cold temperatures, fluid viscosity can increase, leading to flow and pressure changes
in your pump systems. This can affect your overall process performance or even cause
system failure.

Checklist

‘ Verify that your pumps are providing the required flow and pressure.

‘ Check for any fluctuations in system pressure.

‘ Adjust control systems if needed to ensure stability.
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5. Prepare for Emergencies
Winter can bring unexpected events such as power outages and floods, both of which can
severely impact pump performance. Having emergency measures in place is crucial.

Checklist

‘ Ensure that emergency backup pumps are functional.

‘ Check and test generator systems connected to your pumps.

‘ Have a contingency plan for pump failures or breakdowns.
6. Extend Pump Lifespan

Pumps that are regularly maintained, especially before harsh winter conditions, tend to
last longer, offering a higher return on investment and avoiding frequent replacements.

Checklist

‘ Conduct a full inspection of pump housing and interior components.

‘ Schedule routine check-ups for pump maintenance.

‘ Document any repair work for future reference.
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7. Prevent System Blockages
Cold weather can lead to the solidification of liquids and debris buildup in pump systems,
potentially causing blockages that lead to pump damage or malfunction.

Checklist

‘ Clean out any accumulated debris from the pump system.
‘ Inspect the suction line for clogs or frozen debris.

‘ Clear the strainers and filters regularly.

Conclusion: Be Proactive, Not Reactive.

Don’t wait until winter hits to discover a pump issue that could have been avoided with a
simple inspection.

By following this checklist, you can prevent pump-related disasters, save on energy costs
and ensure smooth operations during the colder months.

At Dura Pump, we’re here to help with expert maintenance services and winter-prep
solutions for your pumps. Contact us today to schedule a winter readiness check and
keep your systems running smoothly all season long.

Stay ahead of winter — get your pumps checked today!
01604 648 800
mail@durapump.co.uk
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